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French De fence
Steinitz Vari a tion FR 4.4 (C11)

Play the Steinitz Like Morozevich!
by Dejan An tic

1. e4 e6
2. d4 d5
3. Àc3 Àf6
4. e5 Àfd7
5. f4 c5
6. Àf3

TsLdMl.t
jJ_S_JjJ
._._J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQkB_R

TsLdMl.t
jJ_S_JjJ
._._J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQkB_R

In the stan dard move or der of the
Steinitz Vari a tion, with 6...Àc6
7.Ãe3 Ãe7, a line which has re -
cently been gain ing in pop u lar ity 
for White is the con tin u a tion
8.a3, fol lowed by 9.dc5 Ãc5
10.Ãc5 Àc5 11.b4, gaining
space on the queenside. This is
said to be the fa vour ite con tin u a -
tion of grand mas ter Dmitry
Svetushkin. Af ter 8.a3 Black has 
sev eral op tions:  8...b6, which
dis cour ages 9.dc5, and the
weaker 8...a6. 8...0-0 al lows
White’s main idea 9.dc5. The
most se ri ous equal iz ing at tempt
is 8...©b6. In any case, the en su -
ing po si tions are com plex, with a 
dy namic set-up.
How ever, grand mas ter Al ex an -
der Morozevich ob vi ously
thinks that Black has other al ter -
na tives and he uses a very in ter -

est ing move or der with 6...Ãe7
in stead of the stan dard 6...Àc6.
So the idea is sim ple: fol low ing
6...Ãe7 7.Ãe3 up with 7...b6!?,
and now Black’s idea is to ex -
change the light-squared bish -
ops, but only – let me stress this – 
if the white bishop is on the
d3-square. If White plays 8.Ãe2, 
the best so lu tion is to trans pose
to the stan dard vari a tion of the
Steinitz De fence as in the game
Giri- Morozevich.
Let’s con sider all the op tions.

The Stan dard Move Or der
As I men tioned above, af ter the
stan dard moves in the Steinitz
Vari a tion, White can con tinue
with 8.a3.
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It is worth not ing that grand mas -
ter Morozevich has also used this 
con tin u a tion as White. Black has 
more op tions, but now the move
8...b6 al lows White to post his
bishop ac tively with 9.Ãd3.
Com pared to the stan dard line
where the bishop is on e2, we
now have in serted the pawn

move to a3, but with a more ac -
tive po si tion of the bishop on d3.
I think this suits White better.
 Especially strik ing are the games 
Morozevich-Vitiugov and Sve -
tushkin- Meier.
The encounter Svetush kin- 
Kuljasevic is an ex am ple with
the con tin u a tion  8...0-0, when
9.dc5 does not pro vide Black
with a com pletely equal po si -
tion.
Fi nally, there is 8...©b6, with di -
rect pres sure on White’s cen tre,
as in the games Shirov- Vitiugov
and Svetush kin- Sedlak. This ap -
pears to be a sat is fac tory set- up
for Black.

Morozevich’s Move Or der
6...Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6 was first
played at top level in the rapid
game Shirov-Morozevich in
2004.
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Al ex an der Morozevich



The Stan dard Move Or der
6...Àc6 7.Ãe3 Ãe7

Morozevich,Al ex an der
Vitiugov,Nikita
Saratov 2011 (2)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 b6 9.Ãd3  0-0 10. 0-0 f5
11.ef6 Àf6 12.Àe5 Ãb7 [12...Àd4
13.Ãd4 cd4 14.Àe2 Ãb7 15.Àd4 Ãc5
16.c3Ç] 13.©f3!

T_.d.tM_
jL_.l.jJ
.jS_Js._
_.jJn._.
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13...Ãd6 [13...Àd4 14.Ãd4 cd4 15.©h3
©c8 (15...dc3?? 16.Ãh7 Àh7 17.©e6
®h8 18.Àg6X) 16.Àb5Ç] 14.Àb5Ç
Ãe7 15.©h3 ©c8 16.c4!?
[16.Õae1!? £ 16...a6 17.Àc7 ©c7
18.Ãh7 Àh7 19.©e6] 16...Àe4 17.dc5 

Àe5 18.fe5å Ãc5 19.Õf8 ©f8
20.Ãe4 de4 21.b4 Ãe3 22.©e3
©f5 23.©g3 ©h5 24.Àd6 Ãc6
25.b5 Ãe8 26.Àe4 Ãg6 27.Àd6
©e2 28.©f3 ©f3 29.gf3 Õf8 30.a4
Õf3 31.a5 ba5 32.Õa5 h5 33.Õa7
Õb3 34.c5 1-0

Svetushkin,Dmitry
Meier,Georg
Is tan bul ol 2012 (7)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 b6 9.Ãd3  0-0 10. 0-0 a6
11.©e1 ©c7 12.Õd1 f5 [12...f6
13.f5!?Ê] 13.®h1 cd4 14.Àd4 Àd4
15.Ãd4 Àc5 16.Õg1 Ãd7º
17.©e3 Ãe8 18.Ãe2 Ãg6?! [18...b5
19.b4 Àe4º] 19.b4Ç Àd7 20.Ãd3
Àc5 21.Ãe2 Àd7 22.h3 ®h8
23.Õc1 b5 24.Ãd3 Õab8 25.Àe2
Àb6 26.Ãb6 ©b6 27.Àd4 h6
28.g4Ê Ãh7 29.c3 g5?! 30.gf5 ef5
31.©f3 Õbc8 32.Ãb1 gf4 33.e6
Ãf6 34.Õce1 ©c7 35.©h5 f3
36.Àf3 ©f4 37.e7 Õfe8 38.Õe6
Ãg7 39.Àh4 Ãe5 40.Àf3 Ãg7
41.Àh4 Ãe5 42.Õe5 ©e5 43.Àg6
Ãg6 44.©g6 1-0

Shirov,Alexey
Morozevich,Al ex an der
Saratov 2011 (6)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 b6 9.Ãd3  0-0 10. 0-0 a6
11.Àe2!? [11.©e1] 11...c4 [11...f5
12.c4] 12.Ãh7 ®h7 13.Àg5

T_Ld.t._
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13...Ãg5 [13...®g8 14.Àg3 (14.©e1!?
Ãg5 15.fg5 £ 15...Àde5 (15...Àe7
16.Õf3¤) 16.de5 Àe5 17.©g3 Àg6
18.Àf4¤) 14...g6 (14...Ãg5!? 15.fg5
Àde5!? (15...c3 16.b4) 16.de5 Àe5
17.©d4 Àg6 (17...Àc6 18.©h4¤)
18.Õad1¤) 15.©g4Å] 14.fg5 Õh8
[14...Àe7 15.Àg3 (15.Õf3¤) 15...Ãb7
16.©h5 ®g8 17.Õf3¤] 15.Õf7 ®g8
16.g6 Àf8 17.Àf4 Õa7 [17...Àg6
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Black keeps the op tion of ex -
chang ing the strong light-
 squared bishop af ter 8.Ãd3,
which is one of Black’s main
stra te gic ideas, as seen in the
games Bologan-Morozevich and 
Svetushkin-An tic. How ever, one 
should also be care ful. If White
plays 8.Ãe2, then 8...Ãa6 is

ques tion able, be cause White
keeps the op tion, thanks to his
better de vel op ment, of at tack ing
the cen tre with c2-c4, as in the
game Karjakin-Hou Yifan. Af ter 
8.Ãe2 it is ad vis able to turn to
the main line, as Black did in the
game Giri-Morozevich.
If White, af ter 7...b6, de lays the
de vel op ment of the light-
 squared bishop and plays 8.©d2, 
then Black has time to com plete
his de vel op ment with ... 0-0 and
play ...Ãa6 re gard less of the
white bishop’s po si tion. The dif -
fer ence is now that the c2-c4
push loses its strength. Make
sure you look into the games
Kokarev- Ibragimov and Naer-
 Lou Yiping.

Con clu sion
I think that against the Steinitz
Vari a tion Black has a sat is fac -
tory set-up in ei ther case. In the
stan dard move or der, if White
plays 8.a3, I sug gest the con tin u -
a tion 8...©b6 with an ac tive
set-up for Black.
If we ap ply Morozevich’s move
or der with 6...Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6,
then the best way for White is to
turn to the main vari a tion with
8.Ãe2, since other con tin u a tions
give Black an ex cel lent op por tu -
nity to take over the ini tia tive.
Any how, with this al ter na tive
line prac ti tio ners of the French
De fence have more op tions
avail able when playing their
favourite opening.



18.Àg6 ®f7 19.©g4 ®g8 (19...Õg8
20.©h5) 20.Àh8 ®h8 21.©h5 ®g8
22.Õf1 ©d7 23.Õf3 Ãb7 24.Õh3 ©e8
25.©h7 ®f7 26.Õf3 ®e7 27.©g7 ®d8
28.©b7] 18.©f3 ©e8 19.Àd5 Àg6
[19...ed5 20.Õf8; 19...Õf7 20.gf7 ©f7
21.©f7 ®f7 22.Àb6 Ãb7 23.Àc4]
20.Õa7 Àa7 21.Àb6 Ãd7 22.©b7
[22.d5! Àh4 (22...Àe5 23.©g3 Õh5
24.Ãd4 ed5 25.Àd5) 23.©g4 Àf5
24.Àd7 ©d7 25.de6 ©e6 26.Õf1]
22...Ãc6 23.©a7 Àh4 24.©c7 Àg2 
25.Ãg5 Àh4 26.®f2 Àf5 27.h4
®h7 28.Õf1 Ãb5 29.a4 Ãa4
30.®e1 Õf8 31.Àa4 ©a4 32.Ãf6
©a1 33.®f2 ©b2 34.®g1 ©d4
35.®h2 ©d2 36.®h1 ©h6 37.Õg1
a5 38.Ãg5 ©h5 39.©c4 ©f3
40.®h2 ©f2 41.Õg2 ©e1 42.©g4
®g8 43.Ãf6 Õf7 44.h5 ©e3 45.c3
©c3 46.h6 Àh6 47.©e6 ®h7
48.Ãg5 Õf5 49.Ãh4 ©e5 50.©e5
Õe5 51.Ãd8 a4 52.Õa2 Õe4
53.®g3 ®g6 54.®f3 ®f5 55.Õb2
Àf7 56.Ãc7 Àe5 57.®g2 Àc4
58.Õb8 Õe7 59.Ãg3 Õa7 60.Õb4
Àe3 61.®f3 Àd5 62.Õb5 ®e6
63.Ãf2 Õa6 64.Ãd4 g6 65.®e4
Àc7 66.Õg5 ®f7 67.Õg1 a3
68.®d3 Àe6 69.Ãe5 g5 70.®c4
®g6 71.®b3 ®f5 72.Ãc3 a2
73.Õa1 g4 74.Ãe1 Àc5 75.®c4
Àe4 76.®b3 ®f4 77.Ãh4 Àd2
78.®b2 Àf3 79.Ãf2 Õe6 80.Õa2
Õe2 81.®a3 Õa2 82.®a2 Àe5
83.®b3 ®f3 84.Ãe1 Àd3 85.Ãh4
Àf4 86.®c2 Àg2 87.Ãe7 g3
88.®d2 Àf4 89.Ãc5 g2 90.Ãa7
Àg6 91.®e1 Àe5 92.Ãg1 Àd3
93.®d2 Àf2 94.®e1 Àh3 95.Ãa7
Àf4 96.®d2 ®g3 97.®e1 Àd3
98.®e2 ½-½

Tomczak,Jacek
Strzemiecki,Zbigniew
Lazy 2012 (4)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 a6?! 9.dc5 Àc5 [9...Ãc5
10.Ãc5 Àc5 11.b4 Àd7 12.Ãd3 ©b6
13.©d2  0-0 14.©f2 ©f2 15.®f2Ç] 10.b4 
Àd7 11.Ãd3 ©c7 12.Àe2Ç b5
13.c3 Àb6 14.Ãb6?! [14. 0-0 Àc4
15.Ãf2Ç] 14...©b6 15.Àed4 Àd4
16.Àd4 Ãd7º 17. 0-0 g6 18.®h1

f6?! [18...Õc8] 19.©g4 f5 20.©h3 h5 
21.g4!Ê  0-0-0 22.gf5 gf5 23.Õg1
Õdg8 24.Õg8 Õg8 25.©h5 Õg4
26.©f7 Ãd8 27.a4 ba4 28.Ãe2 Õf4 
29.Õg1 a3 30.Õg7 ©c7 31.Àe6 a2
32.Àc7 a1© 33.®g2 ©a4 34.Àe6
Õg4 35.Õg4 ©c2 36.Àd4 1-0

Svetushkin,Dmitry
Kuljasevic,Davorin
Zadar 2011 (8)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3  0-0

T_Ld.tM_
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9.dc5!? Ãc5 [9...Àc5?! 10.b4 Àd7º]
10.Ãc5 Àc5 11.b4 Àd7 12.Ãd3 f6
[12...h6!? 13. 0-0 a5 14.b5 Àe7º] 13. 0-0
a5 [13...fe5? 14.Ãh7 ®h7 15.Àg5 ®g8
16.Àe6å] 14.b5 Àe7Ç 15.Àa4 [15.ef6 
Õf6 (15...Àf6 16.Àa4! Ãd7 17.©e2 Àf5
18.c4Ç) 16.©d2 Àc5 17.©e3 b6
18.Àe2Ç Àf5£ 19.Ãf5 ef5 20.Àed4
Àe4 21.Àc6 ©c7 22.Àfe5] 15...b6?!
[15...Àb6 16.c4! Àa4 (16...dc4? 17.Ãh7
®h7 18.©d8 Õd8 19.Àb6å; 16...Àc4
17.Ãc4 dc4 18.©d8 Õd8 19.Àb6Ç)
17.©a4Ç] 16.c4å Àc5 17.Àc5 bc5
18.©c2?! [18.ef6 gf6 (18...Õf6
19.©e2å) 19.©e2å] 18...f5!
19.Õab1Ç ©b6 20.Õfc1 Ãb7
21.cd5? c4 22.©f2 ©f2 23.®f2
cd3â 24.Õc7 Àd5 25.Õb7 Õab8?!
[25...Õfc8!â] 26.Õb8 Õb8 27.a4?!
[27.®e1! Àf4 28.g3 Àd5 29.®d2Ç]
27...Õc8 28.Õb3 Õc2 29.®g3 Àb4
[29...®f7= £ 30.Õd3 (30.b6 d2 31.Àd2
Àb6 32.Õb6 Õd2=) 30...Õg2 31.®g2
Àf4] 30.b6 Õc8 31.Õb4 [31.Àd2]
31...ab4 32.a5 Õb8 33.®f2?!
[33.Àd2] 33...b3 34.®e3 b2 35.Àd2
®f7 36.Àb1 ®e7ç 37.®d3 ®d7
38.Àa3 ®c6 39.®c2 ®c5 40.®b3

h6 41.h4 g6 42.®a4 ®c6 43.®b3
Õa8 44.®b2 Õa5 45.Àc4 Õd5
46.®c3 Õd1 47.Àe3 Õh1 0-1

Brkic,Ante
Swiercz,Dariusz
Is tan bul ol 2012 (8)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3  0-0 9.dc5 Ãc5 10.Ãc5
Àc5 11.b4 Àd7 12.Ãd3 f6 13.b5
[13. 0-0!] 13...Àa5 14. 0-0 fe5 15.fe5
Àc5 16.h4?! [16.Àe2 Ãd7 17.Àed4
Õc8º] 16...Àd3 [16...h6!?] 17.©d3?!
[17.cd3 Ãd7 18.©a4 a6 19.©b4]
17...h6â 18.Àd4 Àc4 19.©g3 Ãd7
20.Àce2 ©c7 21.a4 Àd2ç 22.Õf8
Õf8 23.©c3 ©c3 24.Àc3 Õf4
25.Àb3 Àc4 26.Àc5 Ãc8 27.a5
Õh4 28.a6 b6 29.Àb7 Ãd7î
30.Àd6 Àd6 31.ed6 Õc4 32.Àe2
Õc8 33.c4 dc4 34.Àc3 ®f7 35.Õf1
®e8 36.Õe1 Õc5 37.®f2 ®f7
38.Õd1 ®e8 39.Õe1 Õf5 40.®g3
®d8 41.Õe4 Õc5 42.Õf4 ®e8
43.Õe4 e5 44.®h4 Ãb5 45.Àb5
Õb5 46.Õc4 Õc5 47.Õg4 ®f7
48.Õg3 Õc8 49.®h5 Õd8 50.Õc3
®e6 51.®g6 Õd7 0-1

Ivanchuk,Vasily
Carlsen,Magnus
Sao Paulo/Bilbao 2011 (5)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3  0-0 9.©d2

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iIq._Ii
r._.kB_R

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iIq._Ii
r._.kB_R

9...b6 [9...a6!? 10.Ãe2 (10.Ãd3?! f6
11.ef6 Ãf6!; 10.dc5 Ãc5 11.Ãc5 Àc5ÿ)
10...b5 11. 0-0 ©b6; 9...f6?! 10.ef6 Ãf6
11.dc5] 10.g3 [10.Ãd3!?; 10.Ãe2 f6
(10...Ãb7 11. 0-0 f6 12.ef6 (12.f5 cd4 13.ef6
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dc3 14.fe7 Àe7 15.©c3 Àf5) 12...Àf6º
13.®h1 (13.Àg5? cd4) 13...Àe4 14.©e1
(14.Àe4 de4 15.Àe5 Àd4 16.Ãd4 ©d4ç
£ 17.©d4 cd4 18.Õad1 Õad8 19.Ãc4
Õd6 20.f5 Ãd5 21.Õd4 Ãc4 22.Õd6
Ãf1î; 14.©d1 cd4 15.Àd4 Àd4 16.Ãd4 
Ãf6 17.Ãg4 (17.Àe4 de4 18.Ãf6 ©f6
(18...Õf6 19.©d8 (19.Ãc4 ©c7 20.©e2
Õaf8 21.f5 Ãd5 22.Ãd5 ed5 23.g4 ©e5ç) 
19...Õd8 20.Õad1 Õd1 21.Õd1 Õf4
22.®g1 ®f8 23.Õd7 Õf7 24.Õf7 ®f7
25.g3 e3=) 19.c3 Õad8 20.©a4? Õd2
21.©a7 Ãd5 22.c4 (22.Õae1 Õb2 23.c4
Õe2 24.Õe2 Ãc4 25.Õee1 Ãf1 26.Õf1
©d4 27.©e7 ©d5 28.©b4 Õf4 29.Õb1
Õf2 30.©b6 e3 31.©b8 Õf8 32.©b2 ©d3 
33.h3 e2) 22...Õe2 23.cd5 ed5î)
17...©e7 18.Àe4 de4 19.Ãf6 ©f6 20.c3
Õad8 21.©b3 (21.©a4 e5 22.©a7 (22.f5
Õd2 23.Õad1 e3 24.Õd2 ed2 25.©d7 Ãa6 
26.Õd1 Õd8 27.©a7 Ãc4 28.©a4 b5
29.©c2 ©h4 30.h3 ©e1 31.®h2 Õd3
32.b3 ©g3 33.®h1 Ãd5) 22...©c6
23.Ãe6 ®h8 24.c4 e3; 21.©e2 e5 22.f5
©g5 23.Õad1 e3Ê) 21...Õd2 22.©e6
®h8â) 14...cd4 15.Àd4 Àd4 16.Ãd4 Ãf6
17.Õd1 Ãd4 18.Õd4 ©f6 19.Õd3 (19.©d1 
Àc3 20.bc3 Õac8 21.c4 (21.Õa4 a5
22.©b1 Õc3 23.©b6 Õc2 24.©b7
(24.Ãd3 Õb2 25.©a5 d4î; 24.Ãg4 Ãc6 
25.Õa5 d4) 24...Õe2î) 21...Ãa6)
19...Àd6ÿ) 11.dc5 fe5 12.Àd5 Ãc5
13. 0-0-0 Ãe3 14.Àe3 ef4 15.©d6 Àdb8
16.Àc4¤ ] 10...®h8 11.h4 [11.Ãh3
Àa5 12.b3 Ãa6 13.®f2 Õc8 14.Õhd1
©c7 15.Àe2 cd4 16.Àed4 Àc5 17.®g1
Àe4 18.©e1 Àc6 19.Àc6 ©c6 20.Àd4
©c3ÿ] 11...f6 12.ef6 Àf6 13.Ãh3
[13. 0-0-0 c4 14.h5 b5 15.h6 (15.Àb5 ©b6
16.Àc3 Õb8 17.Àa4 ©b5î; 15.Àe5
©e8 16.Àb5 (16.h6 g6 17.Ãg2 Õb8
18.Àa2 b4Å) 16...Àe5 17.Àc7 (17.fe5
Àe4 18.©a5 Ãd8 19.©b4 a5î)
17...©a4 18.Àa8 (18.de5 Àe4 19.©e1
Õb8) 18...Àe4 19.©e1 c3î) 15...g6
16.Àe5 Ãd7 17.Ãg2 b4 18.ab4 Ãb4Å]
13...Ãd7 14.Õd1 [14. 0-0 Àe4 15.Àe4?
(15.©e1 Ãf6 16.Õd1; 16.dc5 Àc3 17.bc3
e5 18.Ãd7 ©d7 19.cb6 e4 20.Àd4 ab6
21.Àb5 Àe7 £ 22.a4 (22.Àd4 ©h3
23.©f2 Õfc8 24.Ãd2 Ãd4î) 22...©h3
23.Ãb6 Àf5 24.Ãf2 e3î) 15...de4
16.Àe5 (16.Àg5 cd4) 16...cd4ç] 14...cd4
[14...Àh5!? 15.Àe2 ©e8 16. 0-0 ©g6
17.®h2 Àf6 18.Àg5 h6 19.Àe6 Ãe6 20.f5 
Ãf5 21.Ãf5 ©h5ÿ] 15.Àd4 e5

16.Àc6 Ãc6 17.fe5 d4 18.ef6 Ãf6
19. 0-0 dc3 20.©d8 Õad8 21.Õd8
Õd8 22.b3 Õe8 23.Ãf2 Ãe4 24.Õe1
Õe7 25.Õc1 h5 26.Ãg2 Ãf5 27.Ãf3
g6 28.a4 ®h7 29.b4 g5?! 30.a5! g4
31.ab6 ab6 32.Ãc6 Õe2 33.Ãb6
Ãe5 34.b5 ®g7 35.Ãa5 Õc2
36.Õc2 Ãc2 37.®f2 [37.b6 Ãd3
38.®g2=] 37...Ãd3 38.®e3 Ãg6
39.Ãe4 [¿ 39.b6ç] 39...c2î 40.Ãd2 
Ãg3 41.Ãg6 ®g6 42.®d3 Ãf2
43.®c2 g3 44.Ãf4 g2 45.Ãh2 ®f5

0-1

Oparin,Grigory
Rychagov,Andrey
St Pe ters burg 2011 (8)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3  0-0 9.Ãd3

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.nBbN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._Qk._R

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.nBbN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._Qk._R

9...b6 [9...f6!?ÿ 10.ef6?! (10.h4?! cd4
11.Ãh7 (11.Àd4 Àd4 12.Ãd4 fe5 13.fe5
(13.©h5 e4 14.Àe4 de4 15.Ãe4 Õf5
16.Ãf5 ef5 17.©f5 Àc5 18.©e5 Àd3
19.cd3 Ãf6) 13...Ãh4) 11...®h7 12.Àg5
fg5 13.©h5 ®g8 14.hg5 Àde5! 15.fe5
(15.©h7? ®f7 16.fe5 de3 17.©h5 g6
18.©h7 ®e8î) 15...Õf5 16.g4 (16.©h7
®f7 17.g6 ®e8 18.©g7 dc3 19.Õh8 Ãf8
20.©f8 Õf8 21.g7 ®f7î) 16...Õe5
17.©h8 (17.©h7 ®f7î) 17...®f7 18. 0-0 
(18.Õf1 Ãf6 19.©h7 Õe3 20.®d1 ®e8)
18...Ãf6 19.©h7 (19.Õf6 gf6 20.©h7
®e8 21.g6 Àe7 22.Ãd4 ®d7 23.Õf1 Õg5 
24.Ãf6 Õg4 25.®h1 ©f8î) 19...®e8
20.gf6 gf6 21.Àb5 de3 22.Àc7 ®f8
23.Àa8 e2 24.©h8 ®f7 (24...®e7
25.©f6 ®d7 26.©d8 ®d8) 25.©h7 ®e8
26.Àc7 ®f8 27.©h8 ®e7 28.©f6
®d7î; 10.dc5 fe5 11.fe5 (11.Ãh7? ®h7 
12.Àg5 Ãg5 13.fg5 g6î) 11...Àde5
(11...Àc5 12.Ãe2 (12. 0-0 Àd3 13.©d3

Õf3; 12.Ãf2 Àd3 13.©d3 Ãd7â)
12...Àd7 13.Ãd3 Àde5) 12.Àe5 Àe5
13.Ãh7 ®h7 14.©h5 ®g8 15.©e5 Ãf6
16.©h5 Ãc3 17.bc3 Õf5 18.©g4 e5
19. 0-0-0 Ãe6ÿ) 10...Ãf6â 11.dc5
(11.Àe5? cd4 12.©h5 h6 13.©g6
Àde5î) 11...d4 12.Àd4 Àd4 13.Ãd4
Ãd4 14.Ãh7 ®h7 15.©d4 ©c7] 10. 0-0
f5 11.ef6 Àf6 [11...Ãf6 12.Ãb5
(12.Àe5 Àd4 13.Ãd4 cd4 14.©h5 g6
15.Ãg6 hg6; 15...©e7 16.Ãh7 ©h7
17.©g4 ©g7 (17...®h8 18.Àg6 ®g7
19.Àe5 ®h8 20.Àg6Ç) 18.©e6 ®h7
19.©f5 ®g8=) 12...Ãb7] 12.Àe5 Ãb7
13.©f3 Ãd6 14.Àb5Ç Ãb8 15.dc5
Ãe5?! [15...Àe5 16.fe5 Ãe5 17.©h3
©e7 18.cb6 ab6 19.Àd4Ç] 16.fe5 Àe5
17.©g3 Àd3 18.cd3 ©d7 19.Àd6
Ãa6 20.Ãd4 ®h8?! 21.b4ê bc5
22.bc5 ©a4 23.Õf4 ©c2 24.Õf3 e5
25.Ãe5 ©c5 26.®h1 Õad8 27.Õaf1 
Õd7 28.h3 d4 29.Õf6 1-0

Shirov,Alexey
Vitiugov,Nikita
Saratov 2011 (4)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 ©b6!?

T_L_M_.t
jJ_SlJjJ
.dS_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

T_L_M_.t
jJ_SlJjJ
.dS_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

9.Àa4 [9.Ãe2  0-0 10. 0-0 (10.©d2;
10.Àa4!? ©a5 11.c3 c4 (11...Àd4!?
12.Àd4 cd4 13.b4 ©c7 14.cd4 Àb6º)
12.b4 cb3 13.©b3 Õb8 14. 0-0 b5 15.Àb2
©c7 16.©c2 h6 17.a4 b4 18.cb4 Ãb4
19.Àd3Ç) 10...f6?! (10...cd4! 11.Àd4 Ãc5
12.Àa4 Ãd4 13.Àb6 Ãe3 14.®h1 Àb6)
11.ef6 Àf6 12.Àa4Ç] 9...©a5 10.Ãd2
[10.c3 c4 11.b4 cb3 12.©b3 Õb8 13.Àb2
b5 14.Ãe2 b4!â 15.cb4 Ãb4] 10...©c7
11.dc5 Àc5 12.Àc5 Ãc5 13.b4
Ãb6 14.c4 dc4 15.Õc1 ©d8 [15... 0-0 
16.Ãc4 (16.Õc4 ©d8º) 16...a5 17.b5

4



Àd4º £ 18.Àd4 Ãd4 19.Ãe6 ©b6Ê]
16.Õc4 [16.Ãc4] 16...h6 17.a4 a6
18.©c2 Ãd7â 19.©e4 Õb8 20.Ãd3 
Àe7 21.a5 Ãa7 22.®e2 Ãb5
23.Õc3 Ãc6 24.Õc6 bc6 25.Õc1
©d7 26.Ãa6  0-0 27.g4 Õfd8 28.f5
ef5 29.gf5 Àf5 30.Õc6? Õb4î
31.Ãc4 Õb2 32.Ãd3 Àd4?!
[32...Ãe3!] 33.Àd4 ©d4 34.©d4
Ãd4 35.e6 fe6 36.Ãc2 e5 37.a6
Õb6 38.Ãe4 Õc6? 39.Ãc6 Õc8
40.Ãb7 Õc7 41.Ãe3 Õc2 42.®d1
Ãe3 ½-½

Svetushkin,Dmitry
Sedlak,Nikola
Vrsac 2012 (8)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 ©b6 9.Àa4 ©a5 10.Ãd2
©c7 11.dc5 Àc5 12.Àc5 Ãc5
13.Ãd3 a5 14.©e2 ©b6 15. 0-0-0
Ãd7º 16.Õhe1 Àd4 17.Àd4 Ãd4
18.c3 Õc8 19.Ãc2 Ãc5 20.Ãe3
Ãe3 21.©e3 ©e3 22.Õe3 g6 23.g4 
h5 24.Õh3 ®e7 25.f5 [25.gh5 gh5
26.Õg1 h4 27.Õg4 Õcg8 28.Õg8 Õg8
29.Õh4 Õg1 30.®d2 Õg2 31.®d1 Õg1=]
25...gf5 26.gf5 ef5 27.Õd5 Õcg8
28.Õhd3 Õg1 29.Õd1 Õd1 30.Ãd1
Ãc6¤ ½-½

Morozevich’s Move Or der
6...Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6

Shirov,Alexey
Morozevich,Al ex an der
Mo naco rapid 2004 (3)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6

TsLdM_.t
j._SlJjJ
.j._J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
_.n.bN_.
IiI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

TsLdM_.t
j._SlJjJ
.j._J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
_.n.bN_.
IiI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

8.Àe2 Àc6 9.c3  0-0 [9...Ãa6 10.g3
(10.Àg3 Ãf1 11.Àf1  0-0=) 10... 0-0
11.Ãh3 Õc8 12. 0-0 (12.f5 cd4 13.Ãd4
(13.fe6 Àde5) 13...ef5 14.Ãf5 g6 15.Ãh3
Õb8 16.Àf4 (16.e6 Àc5Ê) 16...Àc5â)
12...cd4 13.Àfd4 (13.cd4 Àb4 (13...g6!?;
13...f5 14.ef6 Õf6 15.Àg5) 14.Àe1 f5
15.ef6 Õf6º) 13...Àc5º] 10.Àg3 c4?!
11.Àg5!? [11.Ãe2] 11...h6 12.h4 b5
13.©c2 Ãg5 [13...hg5 14.hg5 g6
15.Õh6Å £ 15...®g7 16.Àh5ê]
14.hg5Å b4 15.Ãe2 bc3 16.bc3
Õb8 17.®f2 Õe8 18.Àh5 Àe7
19.g4 Õb5 20.Àf6 [20.gh6ê]
20...gf6 21.gf6 Àf6 22.ef6 Àg6
23.g5 hg5 24.fg5 e5 25.Õh6 e4
26.Õah1 Õe6 27.Ãh5 Õf6 28.gf6
©f6 29.®e1 Ãe6 30.Ãg6 ©f3
31.®d2 Ãg4 32.Ãh7 ®g7 33.Õ6h2 
f5 34.Ãf5 ©f5 35.©a4 Õb2 36.®c1 
Õh2 37.©a7 ®g6 38.Õh2 Ãh3
39.©b6 ®h5 40.©h6 1-0

Bologan,Vic tor
Morozevich,Al ex an der
Beijing blitz 2012 (3)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6
8.Ãd3 Ãa6! 9. 0-0 Ãd3 10.cd3
[10.©d3 Àc6=] 10...Àc6 11.®h1  0-0
12.©d2 Õc8 13.Õac1 a6=
[13...©c7!? £ 14.Àe2 ©b7 15.g4 ©a6]
14.Àe2 ©c7 15.f5 ef5 16.Àf4

._T_.tM_
_.dSlJjJ
JjS_._._
_.jJiJ_.
._.i.n._
_._IbN_.
Ii.q._Ii
_.r._R_K

._T_.tM_
_.dSlJjJ
JjS_._._
_.jJiJ_.
._.i.n._
_._IbN_.
Ii.q._Ii
_.r._R_K

16...©d8?! [16...©b7 17.Àd5 Õfe8º]
17.e6Ç Àf6?! [17...Àdb8] 18.ef7 Õf7
19.Àg5Ê cd4 20.Ãg1 [20.Àf7]
20...©d7 21.Àf7 ®f7å 22.Àe2
Ãc5 23.©f4 [23.a3! a5 24.©f4å]
23...g6 24.Àd4 Àb4 25.©d2 Àa2
26.Àf3 ®g7 27.Õa1 Àb4 28.Ãc5
bc5 29.Õfe1 d4 30.Àe5 ©b7
31.Àc4 Õc7 32.h3 Àbd5 33.Õe5 f4 

34.©f2 Àe3 35.©f3 ©f3 36.gf3
Àc4 37.dc4 d3? 38.Õd1! Õd7
39.Õc5 Õd4 40.®g2 ®h6 41.®f2
g5 42.b3 ®g6 43.Õc6 ®f5 44.Õa6
h5 45.Õa5 ®g6 46.Õa2 g4 47.hg4
hg4 48.Õad2 g3 49.®g2 Õd8
50.Õd3 Õe8 51.Õ1d2 Õh8 52.®g1
®f5 53.c5 Õa8 54.b4 Õa1 55.Õd1
Õa2 56.Õ3d2 Õa3 57.®g2 Õb3
58.c6 Õb4 59.Õc2 1-0

Svetushkin,Dmitry
An tic,Dejan
Greece tt 2013 (6)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6
8.Ãd3 Ãa6 9. 0-0 Ãd3 10.cd3  0-0
11.Õc1 Àc6 12.Àa4 cd4 13.Àd4
Àd4 14.Ãd4 Õc8 15.Àc3 Àb8!
16.Ãf2 ©d7! 17.a3 [17.©f3 Ãb4Ê]
17...Õc7 18.©f3 [¿ 18.©d2 Õfc8=]
18...Õfc8 19.f5?! [19.d4 Àc6 20.f5
(20.Àb5 Àd4) 20...Ãg5º] 19...d4
[19...ef5 20.©d5 (20.d4 Õc4 21.Õa1
(21.Õcd1 Ãa3 22.©d5 Ãb2) 21...Õd8)
20...Ãa3 21.©d7 Àd7 22.Õcd1 Ãb2
23.Àd5 Àe5 24.Àc7 Õc7â] 20.fe6 fe6
21.Àe2 Õc1 22.Õc1 Õc1 23.Àc1
Àc6 24.©e4 ©d5 25.©d5 ed5
26.b4?! [¿ 26.e6] 26...®f7 27.®f1
Àe5 [27...a5 28.b5 Àe5 29.a4 Àd7
30.Ãd4 Ãc5 31.Ãb2 Ãd6 32.h3 Àc5
33.Ãa3 ®e6 34.Ãc5 Ãc5 35.Àb3=]
28.Ãd4 Ãf6 [28...Àc6 29.Àb3]
29.Ãg1 Àc6 30.b5 Àd4 31.Ãd4
Ãd4 32.Àb3= Ãe5 33.h3 ®e6
34.®e2 Ãb2 35.a4 ®e5 36.®f3
Ãc3 37.g4 Ãb2 38.®e3 Ãc3
39.Àc1 Ãd4 40.®f3 ®d6 41.Àb3
®e5 42.h4 Ãc3 43.®e3 Ãb4 44.d4 
®e6 45.Àc1?! Ãe7 46.g5 ®f5â
47.®f3 h6 [47...Ãb4 48.Àd3 Ãc3
49.Àf4 Ãd4 50.Àd5 Ãc5â] 48.gh6
gh6 49.h5 Ãb4 50.Àd3 Ãd6
[50...Ãc3 51.Àe5 Ãd4 52.Àc6 Ãc5
53.Àa7 ®g5 54.Àc6 ®h5 55.a5 ba5
56.Àa5 ®g5 57.Àc6 h5 58.®g3=]
51.Àf2 Ãf8 [51...®g5 52.Àg4 ®h5
53.Àf6 ®g5 54.Àd5 h5 55.Àe3 h4
56.Àc4 Ãc7 57.d5 ®f5 58.d6 Ãd8 59.d7
®e6 60.®g4 ®d7 61.Àe5 ®c7 62.Àc4=]
52.Àg4 Ãg7 53.Àe3 ®e6 54.Àc2
Ãf6 55.®g4 Ãg7 56.®f4 Ãf6
57.®g4 Ãg7 58.®f4 Ãf6 ½-½
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Karjakin,Sergey
Hou Yifan
Wijk aan Zee 2013 (1)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6
8.Ãe2 Ãa6?! [8...Àc6 trans poses to
the main line] 9. 0-0 Ãe2 10.Àe2Ç
Àc6 [10...c4 11.b3Ê; 10...b5 11.f5Ê]
11.c4!Ê dc4 [11... 0-0 12.cd5 ed5
13.Àc3å] 12.d5 ed5 13.©d5 Àb4
14.©c4 b5 15.©e4 ©c8 16.Àc3
©c6 17.©c6 Àc6 18.Àb5 Õb8
19.Àc7 ®d8 20.Àd5 Õb2
21.Õfd1å Õe8 22.Õac1 [22.a3å]
22...Õa2 23.Àd2 [23.Àe7 ®e7
24.Õc5 Àc5 (24...Àce5 25.fe5 Àc5
26.Ãc5 ®e6 27.Ãa7 Õa8 (27...Õa7
28.Àd4 ®e5 29.Àc6) 28.Ãd4å) 25.Ãc5 
®e6 26.g4 f6 27.Õd6 ®f7 28.Õc6å]
23...g5 [¿ 23...Õa4] 24.Àe4 gf4
25.Ãc5 Ãc5 26.Àc5 Õg8 27.g3
fg3 28.h3 Àde5 29.Àb4 ®e8
[29...®e7! 30.Àa2 Àd4 31.Õd4 Àf3
32.®g2 Àd4å] 30.Àa2 Àf3
31.®g2ê Àh4 32.®f1 Àf3
33.Àe4 g2 34.®f2 g1© 35.Õg1
Õg1 36.Õc6 Õa1 37.Àf6 ®e7
38.Àc3 Àe5 39.Àcd5 ®d8 40.Õc3 
Õa2 41.®g3 Õd2 42.®f4 Àg6
43.®g5 Àe7 44.Àe7 ®e7 45.Õe3
®d8 46.Õa3 Õg2 47.Àg4 h6
48.®h4 f5 49.Àh6 1-0

Giri,Anish
Morozevich,Al ex an der
Beijing 2013 (2)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6
8.Ãe2  0-0 9. 0-0 Àc6! [The main line]
10.©d2 Ãb7 11.Õad1 Õc8 12.®h1
f6 13.dc5 Àc5 14.ef6 Ãf6 15.Àd4
Àd4 16.Ãd4 Ãd4 17.©d4 ©f6
18.®g1 ©g6 19.Ãd3 ©f6 20.Ãe2
©g6 21.Ãd3 ©f6 22.Ãe2 ½-½

Kokarev,Dmitry
Ibragimov,Ildar
Mos cow 2013 (6)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6
8.©d2 [¿ 8.Ãe2] 8... 0-0 9.Ãe2 Ãa6
[9...Àc6 trans poses to the main line]
10.Àb5 [10. 0-0 Ãe2 11.Àe2 Àc6= £
12.c4 dc4 13.d5 ed5 14.©d5 Àde5!]
10...Àc6 11. 0-0 Ãb7 [11...cd4 12.Àfd4
Àd4 13.Àd4 (13.Ãd4 Àc5º) 13...Ãe2
14.©e2 (14.Àc6 ©e8 15.©e2 (15.Àe7
©e7 16.©e2 Õac8) 15...Ãc5º)
14...Õc8=] 12.c3 Àa5 [12...a6 13.Àa3 b5 
14.Àc2 Õc8º] 13.Àa3?! [13.Õad1 £
13...Àc4 14.Ãc4 dc4 15.©c2 Ãd5 (15...h6 
16.dc5) 16.Àg5 g6 17.Àe4º] 13...cd4
14.cd4 Ãa3 15.ba3 Àc4 16.©d3 f5
17.Õae1 ©e7 18.Ãc1 Õac8â 19.g4

Àb8 20.gf5 ef5 [20...Õf5] 21.Õf2 Ãa6 
22.©b3 Àc6 23.Ãf1 Àd8 24.©a4
Ãb7 25.Àg5 h6 26.Àf3 Àe6
27.Õg2 Ãc6 28.©b3 Ãe8ç 29.Õg3
Ãh5 30.Ãg2 Àa5 31.©b1 Õc4?!
[31...®h7] 32.Ãe3 Õa4 33.Ãd2 ©d7
34.Ãb4 Õf7 35.Àh4 Àf4 36.e6Ê
Àe6 37.Àf5 ®h8 38.Õe5 Àf4
39.Àh6 gh6 40.Ãd5 Àe2??
[40...Ãg6!] 41.Õe2ê Ãe2 42.©e4
Õg7 43.©e5 Ãg4 44.Ãf8 h5
45.Ãg7 ©g7 46.©e8 1-0

Naer,Evgeny
Lou,Yiping
Beijing 2012 (18)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Ãe7 7.Ãe3 b6
8.©d2  0-0 9.a3 Àc6 [9...Ãa6 10.Ãa6
Àa6 11. 0-0 (11. 0-0-0 b5!¤) 11...Àab8=]
10.Ãd3 f5 11. 0-0 cd4 12.Àd4 Àd4
13.Ãd4 Àc5 14.Ãb5?! [14.©e3]
14...Ãa6 15.a4 Ãb5 16.ab5 Àe4
17.©d3 ©d7 18.Àe2 Õac8 19.c3
Õc7 20.h3 h6 21.®h2 ®h7 22.Àg3 
Àg3 23.®g3 Ãc5 24.®h2 Ãd4
25.cd4 Õfc8 26.Õa3 Õc2 27.Õfa1
Õb2 28.Õa7 Õc7 29.Õc7 ©c7=
30.Õa6? ©c1! 31.©g3? Õb1î
32.©f2 ©h1 33.®g3 Õb3 34.®h4
©c1 35.Õb6 g5 36.®h5 Õh3 0-1
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Ex er cise 1 XXX

T_.t._._
jJ_D_.q.
.s.mJ_J_
_.j.s.n.
._.jIr._
_I_._._.
I_.b.i.i
r._._K_.

T_.t._._
jJ_D_.q.
.s.mJ_J_
_.j.s.n.
._.jIr._
_I_._._.
I_.b.i.i
r._._K_.

po si tion af ter 26...®xx-xx

Af ter 27.Àf7 Àf7 28.Õf7 Black’s
po si tion is bad, but is there a?
(so lu tion on page xxx)

Ex er cise 2 XXX

._._T_M_
jJ_.bJl.
._._._J_
_.sTi._J
._._._.q
_._._N_.
Id._.iIi
r._._Rk.

._._T_M_
jJ_.bJl.
._._._J_
_.sTi._J
._._._.q
_._._N_.
Id._.iIi
r._._Rk.

po si tion af ter 21...Àxxxxx

Black has just taken the c5-pawn.
How should White play now?
(so lu tion on page xxx)

Ex er cise 3 XXX

T_.t.m._
jJ_D_.lQ
SsJ_.j._
_._._.n.
._.jIi._
_._._._.
Ii._N_Ii
r._._Rk.

T_.t.m._
jJ_D_.lQ
SsJ_.j._
_._._.n.
._.jIi._
_._._._.
Ii._N_Ii
r._._Rk.

po si tion af ter 20...xxxxx

White has sac ri ficed a piece. How
can he give his at tack a boost?
(so lu tion on page xxx)


